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History of Ancient Civilization
Part A
Question 1
In Pericles' Funeral Oration, he talks about democracy and says that democracy constitutes citizens who behave legitimately while doing what they like without fear of interfering eyes. Pericles offered his speech about democracy on funeral occasions before the start of the war. According to Pericles, democracy should permit people to progress based on their virtues and not their class of wealth (Connor, 2018). Moreover, justice should be served to all people equally. The freedom enjoyed in the government should also extend to ordinary life and if a man has the moral values to serve the state then he should not be stalled by his condition.
Question 2
Solon had a great change in the political reforms in Athens. He eliminated the domination of the eupatridae and replaced it with an administration of wealthy people. He also divided people into four different income groups, for instance, some were measured based on grains and wine and others based on money. The political privileges were then given based on the income divisions where the two top positions in government were given to the top income divisions, while the general assembly was to be attended by all citizens (Pomeroy et al., 2020). The general assembly roles were to pass laws, hear petitions from the court decisions and elect officials. On the other hand, the division with the least income was to serve in the council of four hundred to concoct assembly’s business.

Question 3
Sophist ethical views are based on strength of a person’s personality to defeat others in violence and the struggle for earthly goods. They also attacked the traditional belief about right. The strong should get the best outcome and surpass the weak. Cynics argue that people should live a life of virtue that bares the requirements needed for survival. He believes people should live a life free of properties and assets and declining needs such as power, wealth and fame (Trapp, 2017). On the other hand, skeptics’ ethical views were grounded to the fact that no one has moral knowledge. He argued that no one knows and believes if moral claims are true. Moral theories can be disproved because it causes moral skepticism. The theory believes that believing or following ethical claims are likely to lead to immorality. 
Question 4
Alcibiades was the last person in his mother’s aristocratic family. He performed key roles in Peloponnesian war as was the key advisor, politician and military commander. During the war, Alcibiades changed his political loyalty a number of times. While in Athens he promoted the formation of a violent foreign policy, his enemies took charges against him and he fled to Sparta (Archie, 2015). While in Sparta he served as a strategic advisor and he was able to recommend and administer various main campaigns against Athens. Also, in Sparta, he created enemies and moved to Persia where he aided as an advisor in satrap Tissaphernes till he was remembered by his allies in Athens. Later served as a general in Athens for several years where he was defeated and exiled for the second time.
Question 5
Earlier before the Peloponnesian war, the Greek city-states were collaborating to fight the Persians. Peloponnesian war was as a result of development of Athens's power and stimulated in Lacedaemon (Robinson, 2017). Despite growth of power in Athens is the main cause, other causes also led to Peloponnesian war such as Sparta needed more powers to them and thus were jealous of other powers and Sparta was also unfortunate for not having the military glory. Athens also tormented their allies and neighboring neutral cities. Again, the opposing political ideologies also developed conflict between cities.
Bonus questions
· 
Women had limited roles in Athens such as staying at home, bearing children and keeping pretty. The roles of women revolved around the house and children. However, most respected women had slaves who performed functions such as cleaning, cooking and grocery shopping. Women were not allowed to divorce their husbands. Besides, respectable women were not expected to walk around the town but only rarely to neighbor’s house or special events such as funeral, wedding or religious events. The other class of women were less respected and included slaves and poor women. They were taught several methods of pleasing men such as singing, talking and dancing.
· 
Athens has performed under the democratic government for a long time. Young men who attained 18 years old, could present themselves to officials of their villages and when they were proved not to be slaves together with their parents, they were enrolled in the assembly list (Cohen, 2015). The democracy in Athens was direct therefore it was a duty for every young man to take part. The officials were elected partly by the assembly and in large chosen by lottery in a process referred to as sortition. Currently, democracy is adopted in several states in the world.
Part B
Question 1
King Darius 1 ruled the largest empire called Persia. For effective ruling, he had to undertake administrative reforms.  King Darius 1 implemented the satrapies style of governance, where he divided Persian empire into 20 provinces (satrapies) (Zarghamee, 2019).  Every satrapy was accepted to maintain their laws, tradition and religion. Each province was ruled by a governor called satrap and they were related to the king. The position of a satrap was hereditary. Satraps were responsible for controlling local military and finance and reported directly to the king. Darius 1 was also responsible for judiciary and laws. He appointed judges who served for lifetime and they were supposed to offer fair judgment and respect the ideas of Zoroastrianism. Any judge who would be involved in corruption was punished cruelly.
Question 2
Akhenaten was a leader who ruled Ancient Egypt. Akhenaten changed his name from Amenhotep because of his religion where he worshipped a sun god Aten which meant the living spirit of Aten (Reeves, 2019). He decided to change the Egyptian relationship because for many years Egyptians have been worshipping different gods such as Horus and Isis. He also built new temples for his god and also closed several temples and removed other gods to ensure that all people worship his god Etan. Many Egyptians were not happy about Akhenaten for changing the religion especially the priests.
Question 3
Zoroastrian religion had both a dualistic and monotheistic characteristic. The belief influenced the development of Judaism and the formation of Christianity. The Zoroastrians believe that there is a collective, superior and uncreated supreme creator Ahura Mazda (Nafisi, et al., 2015). The faith that people have is on a dualistic cosmology of good and evil. The main features of the Zoroastrian religion include judgment after death, messianism, free will and heaven and hell.
Question 4
Aristotle claimed there were six different types of political systems depending on who is ruling and who are ruled. Some of the political systems are used for the common interest such as monarchy used to the one person, polity used to the interest of the many and aristocratic used to the interest of the few. The next political rule is for the interest of the ruler, for instance, Tyranny is used for the interest of one ruler, democracy used for interest of the many and oligarchy is used for the interest of the few. Monarchy is used for the interest of the monarchy only and oligarchy is used for the interest of the wealthy while democracy used for interest of the needy (Swanson, 2019). During Aristotle’s time, states were small and thus many were able to rule through the use of participation council. However, currently, democracy is applied through voting and any person can decide to run for a state office.
Question 5
To become a homoioi spartan men had to undergo several processes. The process was relevant for the men to gain knowledge and responsibilities to perform their duties and earn privileges. The men had to go through physical, military, religious and moral education processes to join the homoioi. When the spartan boy attained seven years he had to leave his family and start to be educated together with his agemate boys. The learner status was supposed to shave his head and use a sickle as a weapon (Laband, 2017). Also, during physical education, they were taught how to dance, sing, and write and philosophy. During the adolescence stage, the boy was expected to keep his hair short, learn arts and academics and physical education becomes powerful. Consequently, field activities such as athletics were done during the hottest time of the day to ensure the boy becomes tough and can endure hardships. To move from one age to the next, the boys had to pass through a test regarding courage, endurance and strength. After passing the test, the man then served the military at twenty years, and when attaining 30 years he was allowed to get married, grow his hair and join the homoioi.
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